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“What is Growth?”
“Sometimes the only thing you could do for
people was to be there."
– Author Terry Pratchett
A few weeks ago I was returning home
from a trip to a Club in the lovely Goulburn
Valley when I noticed how quiet the car
was as my wife, Karen, had not made
the trip with me this time. I missed the
conversation and company. That got me
thinking about the many times we have
visited Clubs and events over the year
together and the wonderful, supportive
critique that I would receive on the way
home around how I might have presented
to the Club and what I could do better! It
also underlines the important contribution
that your partner makes to the success of
executing the District Governor role. The
advice about my presence and the way I
dress, softly said and mostly well received,
has been precious and I thank Karen for
the company on these travels.

Club visits and Events
The District Governor Team has only one
more official visit to complete and that is
being finalised as we go to print. However,
the number of new member inductions,
Club projects, and special events we are
being invited to is marvelous. I wanted
to make a special mention of the Lions
Club of Tatura’s recent inaugural TatFest
event, and of the surrounding Lions Clubs
that attended. The weather was perfect
and more than 1400 locals attended.
TatFest was a celebration of music, food,
and all things Tatura, and will become an
important event in the local calendar, and
is a brilliant way to showcase Lions.

1957, and has held a special place in the
local community all of these years, and is
still vibrant and active in their community.
Special congratulations to PDG Dr Piloo
Rustomjee whom joined Lions in 1966 and
has recently achieved 50 years service.

V5 has 95 new members in
9 months
The District has welcomed 95 new
members – that is more than one new
member per Club. Well done to those
Clubs who have been especially active in
building their membership and capability.
However, we have lost exactly the same
number of Lions! Caring for your current
members, and being active in interesting
community projects are just about the
best ways of retaining your valued people.
A number of the newer Club members
have not been entered into MyLCI. If your
Club is not sure how to navigate around
MyLCI, then please contact the Cabinet
Secretary Keith Yates, whom is a genius in
such matters.
At the beginning of this Lions year I
challenged Clubs to have one more
member than they started the year with by
the time we get to our changeovers. That’s
in only 3 months – plenty of time to find
68 more members and gain a lot of new
ideas, refreshed faces, and invigorated
projects helping to strengthen our Clubs.
Have a safe and happy
Easter!
– District Governor,
Brian Buchanan

To a young family it means having
children and bringing up a family.
To a Service Club like Lions, means
increasing our membership so we
can operate more efficiently and
spread the workload over our service
projects. New members gives a club
new ideas and friends.
This now leads into the March to May
Membership Campaign, that is run by
the Multiple District each year. This
year the “V” Districts’ PR/Membership
committee has produced a new flyer
titled COMMUNITY SERVICE in purple
and gold. Each club has received 100
flyers, complete with entry forms for
prospective members to enter the
$1,000 RACV resort gift card draw.
Your Zone Chairman has delivered
these flyers to your club.
On the back of the flyer is room for
your club to put a sticker on them with
a contact name and details.
I recommend that clubs put an insert
into the flyer, with your clubs meeting
nights, details of the projects you have
been involved with over the last year.
If your club feels that they can only use
50% of the 100 flyers, please return
them to me via your Zone Chairman,
and then I can pass them onto other
clubs that may want additional flyers.
– Alan Fluck
District Membership Coordinator

Big birthdays – Lions Club of
Boroondara Central turns 60!
Our District 201V5 has celebrated a
number of milestone birthdays this year,
and the biggest of them all takes place in
early May when our oldest Club, the Lions
Club of Boroondara Central, celebrates 60
years young. This Club chartered on May 4,

TO a business, growth means to
increase sales so they have the
additional gross profit to either put
on more staff or cover the increase in
their costs.

This is the District QR Code it can
be scanned by using a web cam or
mobile phone camera and will take
you to our website. The application
is free and can be downloaded from
the internet onto your phone.
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Information from the Cabinet Secretary
Correspondence to: Cabinet Secretary Keith Yates
PO Box 1286, Blackburn North, Vic 3130 (H) 03 9894 4552
(M) 0412 556 780 Email: cabsec@lionsclubs201v5.org

PU101 (Club Officer Reporting form) and elections
YOUR club by now should be calling for nominations to fill the club roles
and a date set for the elections. Please report the outcomes of those
elections to me by completing the PU101 form in April.

Reminder 2017-2018 MD Directories
There is a new ordering process for directories, and clubs must order
their directories through the Lions Store as advised by email to all club
secretaries. Also note CD’s are being replaced with a USB stick. The process is as follows:
• All Directory orders are to be placed via the MD201 Club Supplies online shop www.
lionsclubsshop.com.au
• To avoid any confusion, all clubs are encouraged to place a formal online order, those
who do not will receive and be charged for the default amount as indicated in the
MD201 Constitution.
• Payments for directory orders will be made directly to the MD201 National Office at
the time of ordering or via a Club account invoice issued on 1 July 2017.

MD Convention – Hobart
Please encourage your members who want to attend the convention to register as soon
as possible. I have sent a reminder to the club secretaries to report on any deceased
members since April 2016 for inclusion in the remembrance ceremony at the convention.

MMR and Activities Reporting
Most clubs are current with membership reporting. There are a few clubs who have not
reported any activities for the current Lions year, and many clubs have under reported
their activities. I believe we are under valuing our member’s time by not reporting. I
would like club officers to request that activities reports are presented at board meetings
to ensure that activities are being correctly reported.
Once again, any queries or concerns about the requirements of a club secretary, please
send an email to cabsec@lionsclubs201v5.org.
– Regards, Keith
NEW MEMBERS: District Governor Brian and Members of Lions District 201 V5 have
much pleasure in welcoming the following new Members to the District –

Club

New Member

Sponsor

Ashwood-Mt Waverley

Jenni Barnes

William Gibbins

Blackburn North

Donald George Bowran

Royston Willmott

Louise Irwin Webster

Ross Hopkins

Box Hill

Jefferson Tang

Roger Dunkley

Euroa

Pauline Anderson

Roy Brock

Diane Brock

Roy Brock

Julie McMillan

Allan Hooker

Jacqueline D Penman

Roy Brock

Kinglake

Malcolm J Day

Kenneth Aitken

Park Orchards

Robert Gordon Thorpe

John Hoskins

Wandong-Wallan

Deanne Michelle Beattie Sonia Cook

Wantirna

Jillian Ansett

Siva Sivagnanam

AT THE time of writing, Cyclone Debbie
is doing her worst. We are watching the
news and hoping that our neighbours in
the north stay safe until it is clear.
We all know what will happen when it
does clear. Our fellow Lions in Queensland,
many who are already sheltering and
feeding others during the storm, will then
start to rally for the clean up.
They will join with other organisations
and start helping to clear the streets. They
will organise kitchens and bbqs and start
cooking and feeding those that need it.
They will begin to assess who requires
immediate assistance and begin collecting
donations. In most cases, those Lions who
are affected themselves, will completely
ignore their own plight to come to the aid
of their fellow Australians.
The District Governors in Queensland will
all band together and support each other.
They will organise immediate Disaster
relief from their own District Funds. They
will call on the Australian Lions Foundation
who will provide immediate support.
Depending on the gravity, they will also
ask for support from LCIF – Lions Club
International Foundation. All the other
fellow Governors will be in contact with
them and ask how we here in the other
Districts can help. When we understand
the best way to help, we at the Clubs will
also rally.
They will immediately need money, food
and shelter and when the time is right,
their Lions neighbours to the south and to
the west will be there to help.
That’s what we do and that is one of the
many reasons that it is great to belong to
this organisation.
Good wishes
neighbours.

to

our

Queensland

– Lion Harry Taylor

Would you kindly note the
deadline for copy and pictures for
May Issue is Sunday,
16th April, 2017.
Thank you to all contributors.
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Lions Club of Nunawading International Women’s Day Dinner
THE Lions Club of Nunawading held a dinner for 112 women on International Women’s
Day. The MC of the event was PDG Ann Eldridge and Cr Denise Massoud, the City of
Whitehorse Mayor, participated in the evening. Guests were entertained by a women’s
chorus Vocal Vibes while enjoying their three course dinner. Author Jenny Yates spoke
about her book titled The Vine Bleeds, her memoir of a life raised in a family with a
violent father.
Money raised from the dinner went to Eastern Domestic Violence Service (Edvos). It
provides support to women and children suffering family violence. Nunawading was
proud to donate $6,258.00, raised at the dinner, to Edvos. This money will help establish
a Play Therapy program for mothers and children up to 6 years of age.
Guests were also asked to bring a gift for a child to give their mum on Mother’s Day. This
was also generously supported by those attending.
The Lions Club of Nunawading appreciated the support of fellow women Lions who
attended the event. The club provided a forum for women to support women suffering
family violence.

Gifts For Mums donated.

Cr Denise Massoud, Mayor of City of
Whitehorse and PDG Ann Eldridge.

Letter from
the Editor
ONE of the things I
love about Lions is the
partnering with other
organisations to make
a difference in the
community.
There are quite a few examples of this
in this month’s newsletter.
It was great to see the Nunawading
Lion’s Club partnering with the Eastern
Domestic Violence Service to help
women suffering domestic violence,
the Charity Golf Day hosted by the
Vermont, Warrandyte and Croydon
Lions Clubs to raise money for the
Cerebral Palsy Education Centre and
the Shepparton Lions Club partnering
with the Shepparton Club and Mercy
Foundation to fund a sensory garden at
Mercy Place Shepparton. These are all
fantastic causes and many people will
benefit from these wonderful projects.
Tatura Lions Club also partnered with
other organisations in the region to
host Tatfest.
We can achieve so much more when
we partner with other organisations in
the community who need our help.
Do you have some projects where you
partner with other organisations to
make a difference to those in your local
community? We’d love to hear about
them!
– Kirsty Wilkinson

Centenary Lions Tins

Nunawading members Rhonda Leary and Jeni Franklin,
handing over some gifts and promissory note for $6,258.00, to
Edvos CEO Jenny Jackson and assistant Youna Kim.

YOU have a one time ONLY
opportunity to PRE-ORDER your
Club’s Centenary tins.
You can do this by visiting the
Lion’s Cake and Mint display at the
Hobart Convention in May 2017.
Orders will not be taken before
convention. If you miss out preordering you will have to wait until
3rd JULY 2017 to place your order.
The carton will hold 6 tins at a
cost to the Club of $98.27 ($16.38
EACH) RRP is $22.00.

Craig Evans
FUNERALS

Professional, caring and a proud member of
the Clarinda Lions Club. Ph: 0407 043 182

ApRiL 2017 pAge 3

Post Hobart Convention orders
processed week commencing 3rd
July and delivery planned week
commencing 10th July 2017.
There is a minimum 3-carton
order in combination with other
Lion's products.
No orders
processed over
the phone,
must order on
2017 form via
email or post.
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A Shot in the Arm for
Your Club Project
HAS your club ever contemplated a worthy project, but
then decided not to go ahead because of the cost?
Maybe the funding required would have overstretched
your club’s capacity to raise the funds. Or perhaps the
members felt it was too much to commit to a single
project.
But don’t despair – help is available!
Both the Australian Lions Foundation (ALF) and the
Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) make grants
available to clubs for situations just like this.
For a small to medium sized project, an ALF General
Grant is likely to be the better option. Up to $15,000
is available on a dollar-for-dollar matching basis. So
your club only needs to contribute half the cost of the
project. If the beneficiary also contributes, that further
reduces the amount your club needs to find. However,
funds contributed by the beneficiary cannot be included
in the dollar-for-dollar calculation.
Grant requests must be for the purchase of a specific
item, and not for general or central funds. The project
must not have commenced prior to the grant application
being approved. An application can be submitted while
fundraising by the club is still in progress, and ‘approvalin-principle’ can be granted, subject to the remaining
funds being raised.
The ALF General Grant application process is
straightforward, and approval usually takes less than
one week from receipt of the application by the Grants
Chairman.
For larger projects, an LCIF Standard Grant should be
considered. The amount of funding requested must
be in the range US$10,000 to US$100,000, on a dollarfor-dollar basis. At least two clubs must be involved
in, and contributing funds to the project. The funds
requested must be for humanitarian purposes and
cover specific items of equipment, or building works
and the like. Funding is not available for salaries, wages
or administrative costs. The project must not have
commenced prior to the grant being approved.
The application process for an LCIF Standard Grant
is more complex and lengthy than for an ALF grant.
Applications must go through a rigorous vetting process
by LCIF, and if accepted they will be submitted to the
next meeting of the LCIF Board of Trustees for approval.
The trustees meet four times per year.
For advice or assistance with grant applications, please
contact Lindsay Champion, ALF/LCIF Chairman V5 at
alflcif@lionsclubs201v5.org or (H) 9873 2681 or (M)
0418 434 263
More information is available on the respective
websites:
http://lionsclubs.org.au/foundations/australian-lionsfoundation/alfgrantapplications/
http://www.lcif.org/EN/apply-for-a-grant/standard.php
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Lions Club of
Boroondara
Central
Inc No A0004813J ABN97 049 699 597
District 201 V5 Zone 8
Secretary Margaret Baxter
Tel: (03) 98973269 / Mob: 0409 389 927
President Steve Nicholls
Tel: (03) 9720 5232 / Mob: 0401 290 896
PO Box 531, Camberwell 3124

Keeping the Old and in with the New
LIONS Club of Boroondara Central had a Party
A happy night was enjoyed by members and guests at the Lions
Club of Boroondara Central meeting on 8 November, celebrating
50 years of membership and service of well-known Lion, PDG
Piloo Rustomjee and the induction of new member Peter Aird. We
welcomed International Director Tony Benbow OAM and PCC Lou
Onley who did the honours on this occasion.
PDG Piloo’s membership began when he joined the Lions Club of
Colombo, Sri Lanka in 1966 which had about 30 members. The
projects of the Colombo club were as varied as they are in our Club.
It was at this time that his legendary Tail Twisting career began.
Piloo, a Surgeon, arrived in Australia in 1969 and commenced his
medical work at the Moroopna Base Hospital where he joined the
local Lions club. It was quite the club, according to Piloo. His Tail
Twisting continued until he moved to Melbourne and Joined the
Lions Club of Camberwell.
In his new club Piloo served as President, Zone Chairman, Cabinet
Health Chairman, Deputy District Governor. Piloo was appointed DG
of the new V1 District in 1984, during which time he led the parade
at the 1984 International Convention in San Francisco.
After Camberwell Lions amalgamated with the Balwyn Lions Club in
1997 to become Boroondara Central Lions, he took more of a back
seat, but still takes an active interest in the Club and takes great
pleasure in being at the occasional club function, particularly when
we welcome a new member to the club.
Peter Aird is a retired engineer who lives in the area and has attended
our meetings and joined in our activities over the past 6 months. His
father was a life member of Ringwood Lions, so he has Lions in his
blood. Peter answered our call for new members who might take on
particular roles, his interest being to help with treasury matters. It
gives all our members great pleasure to celebrate Piloo’s 50 years
and formally welcome Peter as our newest member.

International Director Tony Benbow, PDG Piloo Rustomjee, Peter Aird
and PCC Lou Onley
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LIONS CENTENNIAL
DISTRICT
CONVENTION
LIONS CENTENNIAL DISTRICT CONVENTION
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Lions Youth of the Year Zones 8 and 9

IN AUSTRALIA there are around 27,000 Lions members in more
than 1,200 Lions clubs and in the last month, many clubs have
sponsored students in this fantastic program. The program has
LIONS CENTENNIAL DISTRICT CONVENTION
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Winning students Zone Final and Judges

VERMONT SC STUDENT WINS SPEECH PRIZE
VERMONT Secondary College student Tara Schwartz has won the Public Speech award at the Zone 7
Final for the Lions ‘Youth of the Year’ competition. Tara, seen here with Lions International Director,
Tony Benbow, represented the South Vermont Lions Club in the competition. Tara’s speech titled
‘Conflict Minerals of the Democratic Republic of the Congo’ captured the audience (and indeed the
judges as well) with her intriguing speech title whilst asking the audience to participate. Tara and
her family were ‘over the moon’ with her win and thanked the Lions club for their support and the
opportunity to represent the club in the competition. Other students representing Lions clubs within
the zone included students from Lauriston Girls School, Kingswood College, Mt Waverley Secondary
College and Avila College.

Lions DisTRiCT 201 V5
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Working with Children Check
RECENT Changes to the Working with
Children Act 2005 will come into force on
1st August 2017. The act now requires
Members of Organisations such as Lions
to comply with the provisions of the Act
as amended.
Lions Members require a Working with
Children Check when working on a BBQ,
Youth of the Year, Health Days or any Lions
function where children are involved.
Club Members can apply for a check online
at NO COST (www.workingwithchildren.
vic.gov.au). Photo Evidence needs to be
verified at a Post Office. The Post Office
will at NO COST photograph the applicant
and forward the photo to the Department
of Justice. Most Lions members will fall
under the Clubs Occupational field Section
Code 42.

Failure to Comply with the Act
Lions who fail to apply for a Working with
Children Check may receive a penalty of
up to two years imprisonment, a fine of
up to 240 penalty units or both. Clubs may
be also be fined up to 1200 penalty units.
One penalty unit has a value of $155.46.

Amendments to the Working with
Children Check Act 2005 will come
into effect on 1 August 2017
Amendments have been made to the
Working with Children Check Act 2005
('the Act') to implement the following
five recommendations of the Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses
to Child Sexual Abuse:
1. Expand the definition of ‘direct
contact’ in the Act to ensure that
people engaging in ‘child-related
work’ that involves ‘physical contact’,
‘face to face contact’, ‘oral’, ‘written’
or ‘electronic communication’ are
required to obtain a Working with
Children Check (‘Check’). The Act will
continue to provide that a Check is not
required in circumstances where the
contact with a child is occasional and
incidental to the work.
2. Remove references to ‘supervision’
from the Act to establish that, to
determine whether a person requires
a Check, the supervision of a person’s
contact with a child is irrelevant. This
will enable easier interpretation of
the Check’s requirements in situations
where it may have been unclear
whether a person’s contact with a
child was supervised.

3. Create a new occupational category of
‘child-related work’, known as ‘kinship
care’. This amendment will require
family members (and other persons
of significance to a child) providing a
child with out-of-home care under the
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005
to obtain a Check.
4. Ensure that non-conviction charges
(charges that have been finally dealt
with other than by a conviction or
finding of guilt for the most serious
offences for the purposes of the
Check) form part of a relevant criminal
history for the purposes of category C
assessments and re-assessments.
5. Enable the Secretary to the
Department of Justice and Regulation
to compel the production of certain
information for the purposes of
compliance monitoring.
In addition, various other miscellaneous
and technical amendments have been
made to improve the act’s operation and
administration.
Detailed information about these changes
will be published at a later date.

working with children. Go to Check
status
• Ensure supervisors of other workers'
contact with children have a Check,
unless the supervisor is exempt under
the Act
• Ensure that a person who has a
Negative Notice does not work with
or care for children, even if they are
exempt or you can arrange supervision
of their contact with children
• Respect and protect workers’ privacy.
• The Club Association Secretary
maintains a record of all member
checks including the date the each
check expires.
– Ivan Kayne OAM
Rules and By-Laws Chairman

WHEELERS HILL
RECYCLE FOR SIGHT

• Not allow people who are charged with,
convicted or found guilty of sexual,
violent or drug offences specified in
clause 2 of Schedule 3 of the Act to
work with or care for children while
their application is processed or their
check reassessed

CLUB members at Wheelers Hill
have been extremely active in the
collection of used spectacles over a
number of years, with the numbers
collected increasing rapidly. Good
support over the past two years has
also been received by a number of
Clubs within our Zone, especially
Boroondara Central who generate
a great number through their
Opportunity Shop and other areas.
Total number collected and sent
on to the Recycle For Sight area
in Brisbane have been 2013/14 4,040, 2014/15 - 5,239, 2015-16 7,134 and for the first eight months
of 2016-17- 6,556. It is anticipated
that we will well and truly exceed
our previous annual record number
by 30/6/17.
The project is handled currently
by our Club President, Denis
Carruthers who has visited Australia
Post quite frequently sending
boxes of spectacles, since he took
over the control of this project after
the passing of Lion Alan Brydon a
couple of years ago.
It’s a very easy project to manage.

• Check if a person is allowed to work
with children on Check status

– PDG John Odgers,
Club Secretary

Organisations' obligations
What does the department mean by ‘an
organisation’?
The term ‘organisation’ has a broad
meaning; it includes employers, volunteer
organisations, agencies and self-employed
people involved in child-related work.
Obligations
Organisations must:
• Not engage in child-related work
anyone who does not have a valid
check, unless they are exempt under
the act
• Not engage in child-related work any
person who is subject to obligations or
orders under Schedule 3 of the act

• Check that any self-employed person,
such as a coach or tutor, has a valid
Check and is not prohibited from

Lions DisTRiCT 201 V5
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TATFEST – a festival put on by the TATURA LIONS CLUB
ON SUNDAY 5th March TATFEST
showed the region what it had, after
many months of hard work and
planning our festival was born.
Like all new babies there was excitement
in the air and lots of fun waiting to happen.
The weather blessed us with a very sunny
day, and having a magnificent venue such
as Macteir Park, which is adorned with
shady trees, made this a very inviting place
to be. The atmosphere started to build
from 9am on the day before with all the
preparations being attended to, rubbish
bins delivered, Portable toilets arrived,
stands were marked out for the food
and wine area and then came the variety
stalls. Marquees needed to be erected,
tables and chairs were everywhere. These
needed to be placed. Temporary fencing
was bought in and erected around the
park for safety reasons but also so that
we could count heads. We were very glad
we did as it came to around 1400 people
attending our festival, which seeing
there were other festivals and world
championships on in Shepparton we felt
was a great effort. We had security on
all night to watch over our venue, which
already had several stalls set up and a
jumping castle. On the Sunday (TATFEST
day) we were all eager to go get the day
started. The day incorporated music
all day from buskers. We held a busker
competition and had 9 entrants.

Our winners were:
• 1st Tim Richards : a blend of old and
new cover songs with a few originals
slipped in for an enjoyable experience
from Kyabram
• 2nd Jasmine and Jade Brown : duo
singers with guitar, backing tracks and
Acapella from Hoppers Crossing

• 3rd Victor Greer : Solo vocalist/tenor
and Acapella from Melbourne
They were a great mix and we thank all the
buskers that entertained us on the day.
We were blessed to have our District
Governor Brian Buchanan and his team
attend and assist us. Thank you Brian, Pat
and Laurie!
Then to go with the great music was a
great choice of wine, cider or ales. Food
from many different cultures tempted us.
Tatura Lions Club served strawberries and
icecream, fairy floss and had a BBQ with
sausages, hamburgers and chicken steaks.
The fun was all around us, with a cuddly
petting zoo for the little ones, a jumping
castle and Rotary manned a little train for
us, which didn't stopped all day. We had
the Scouts abseiling tower and the CFA
and SES and Sumo wrestling suits which
entertained many people sitting and
relaxing with a wine. Lastly the amazing
ZORB Balls which never stopped, and
the laughter created by children rolling
around inside a huge ball filled the air.
We had a video competition for the youth
to entre with a 1.5min video on “why they
love Tatura” and this was won by Chloe
Newman of Tatura. Cloe’s video can be
viewed here on YouTube, https://youtu.
be/PuzBolmoUKk
It was lovely to see all the local groups
pool there resources and work together
towards such a successful day. All the
attendees on the day were so thrilled and
said they would be back next year. Looks
like we are committed to a bigger and
better TATFEST next year. COME JOIN US
NEXT YEAR!!!!!!!
– Sharon Hopkins
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Monty Steals the
Show
MONTY the story dog is a 13-year
old West Highland Terrier owned by
Beaumaris Lions Club Vice-President
Barry Bruce and his wife Anne.
Monty and his owners were recent
guests on the “Lions Hour” on
Southern FM community radio and
created quite a great deal of interest
as to his involvement with children.
Monty attends East Sandringham
Primary School every Tuesday with
his owner, Anne, who is an accredited
volunteer and the young primary
school students learn to read to
Monty “the story dog”.
The story dog project is proving to
be an outstanding success with 860
children helped with 172 dog teams in
107 schools throughout Australia and
is growing each year.
The photograph shows owners, Barry
and Anne Bruce and well known
Southern FM community radio
announcer, David Kaffey together
with Monty making his radio debut.
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Shepparton Lions Club funds sensory garden in collaboration
with the Shepparton Club and the Mercy Foundation

THE Shepparton Lions Club ($6000.00), Shepparton Club ($5000.00) and the Mercy Foundation ($17000) funded a "sensory garden"
at Mercy Place Shepparton for residences and non residences with dementia.
The following is an article from Shepparton News 23 February 2017

Garden feast for senses
SPECIAL SPACE OPENS AT SHEPPARTON'S MERCY PLACE by Taylah Burrows (Pictures: Holly Curtis)

A garden designed to stimulate the senses
and trigger memory recall in people living with
dementia was opened yesterday at Mercy Place
in Shepparton.
Marcy Place lifestyle co-ordinator Nicole
Raditsas was the brains behind the garden and
said residents were excited about the new place
to relax and enjoy.
"We have over 30 residents living with
dementia in our home and we wanted to create
a space they could enjoy, create and spend some

time with their families," Ms Raditsas said.
The aged-care home received a $6000
donation from the Shepparton Lions Club, a
$5000 donation from the Shepparton Club and
a $17,000 donation from the Mercy Foundation
to build the garden.
Located in the centre of the home, the garden
incorporates unique outdoor experiences
signed to stimulate the five senses, including
musical instruments, textured garden furniture
and bright colours and scents from a range of

plants and flowers.
Mercy Health Group chief executive
Professor Stephen Cornelissen said the garden
was a fantastic community achievement that
would significantly benefit current and future
residents.
"We have sensory gardens in 10 of our agedcare homes across Australia and they have all
been embraced by staff, residents and their
friends and families," he said.

No party without cake: Mercy Place service manager Angela Marchant
baked a cake for the celebration

Support: Shepparton Club president Bill Thomas, Shepparton Lions Club secretary Terry Collison and Mercy Foundation executive
director Simon White attended the grand opening.
Canine Capers: Bindi the kelpie and Mercy Health pastoral care
member Anthony Kilmartin.

Jam session: Mercy Place's Karen Gooding and
resident Sonia McMahon enjoy the new musical
instruments.

Garden success: Residents Angela Voutha and Marion Gellatay and Mercy Place Shepparton lifestyle co-ordinator Nicole Raditsas enjoy
the sensory garden

Thrilled: Mercy Place Group chief executive Stephen Cornelissen
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Youth Exchange to Europe
AFTER months of eager waiting and
anticipation for my youth exchange, the
3rd of December finally arrived and I could
not wait to finally have the experience of a
lifetime.
I started off my 5-week journey in France
where I travelled to Bordeaux to live with
my host sister for a week. There in Bordeaux
I attended school for a few days, but I was
also fortunate enough to travel around
the modern but historic city of Bordeaux
and finally see with my very own eyes
what I had only seen in so many pictures.
From the beautiful glass water reflection
to the famous croissants and duck breast,
Bordeaux held surprises for tourists like me
around every corner. After the first week, I
travelled further south in France to live with
the rest of the host family. Here, the family
drove me around to the amazing wineries
and castles that held some of France’s
most historic treasures and secrets such as
from the century war. However, when the
weather held up, we were also fortunate
enough to venture off on our bikes to view
the landscapes from a different perspective.
Towards the end of the trip, a very kind Lions
associate from Bordeaux, drove us to Paris
to spend the night there, and we finally saw
the legendary Eiffel Tower, the Notre-Dame
Cathedral and the Arc of Triumph before
leaving for Italy.
My stay in Italy began in Milan, where I was
hosted by a lovely family in Saronno for
about ten days. Just like in France, we got
along perfectly from the very beginning and
they had already planned many sightseeing
trips and tours for me. Together with
the mother, sister and brother, we went
to food clubs and restaurants where we
tried some traditional Italian foods, and
we visited famous landmarks such as the
Duomo of Milan, and ‘la galleria di Vittorio
Emanuele II ‘. My host brother took me
along to his university in Milan for a few

hours and I was able to sit through some
of his engineering lectures, but also got
the opportunity to meet new people at his
university. One of the highlights of my trip
was going to Bardonecchia for Christmas,
and skiing on the fresh snow slopes. My host
brother was generous enough to teach me
for hours on end, how to ski properly, and
we eventually progressed up the different
slopes. The family were also kind enough to
drive to Verona to see the beautiful city and
its attractions, as well as Venice to see the
unique canals and gondolas which are a must
see in Italy. However, no Italian Christmas is
complete without a grand dinner, and that’s
exactly what I realised for Christmas dinner,
when I sat down to a three course meal with
12 starters known as ‘antipasti’!
As our Youth exchange was coming to an
end, we visited London for the last four
days before heading back home. With
its telephone boxes and royalty, to the
multitude of British accents being thrown
around, London is a city like no other, and we
were very fortunate to experience all of its
nuances. Chaperoned by two Lions, Rachel
and Gary, we visited The London Bridge, and
took part in the bridge experience, saw the
changing of the guards, visited Westminster
Abbey and the Big Ben, as well as other
famous landmarks such as Trafalgar Square
and Piccadilly Circus at night. A small group
of us were also able to take a boat across
Thames River, past the London Eye towards
London Tower Bridge and London Tower
itself. One of the highlights in London was
also meeting youth exchanges from all
around Australia, and getting to know each
other. I’m sure many of us will keep in touch.
Overall, I had a brilliant experience through
the Lions youth exchange, and I am grateful
to all the Lions and members who were
involved with the planning and preparation
to make my trip such an enjoyable one, and
one that I will never forget.
– Jadyn D’mello

CLARINDA ART & CRAFT
MARKET - 2017
Cnr. Viney St & Bourke Rd., Clarinda.

Melways 78-J-7

10am - 2pm
Plants, Cra!s, Art, Cards, Soap, Jams
Jewellery, Woodwork, Herbs, and much,
much more.

February 25, 2017
March 25
April 22
May 27
June 24
July 22
August 26
September 23
October 28
November 25
Twilight December 15 5-9pm
Contacts – Veeda 9544 1161
Sylvia 9951 5791

South Vermont Lions Club sponsored Jaydn to participate in the Youth Exchange to Italy and France.
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Big News at Lions Charity Golf Day
THIS was our biggest and most successful
annual charity golf event that is hosted by
Vermont, Warrandyte and Croydon Lions
Clubs. As we go to print the money is still
pouring in from various sponsors but the
total will be in excess of $25,000. All of
these funds will go directly to the children
in the form of ‘second skin’ suits and other
therapeutic needs.
Channel 9 Newsreader Peter Hitchener
was the special guest presenter. Peter
spent time chatting with some of the

200 people that assembled for lunch
after the golf game. During the trophy
presentations he admitted to being a golf
fanatic and hoped to return next year as
a player. He also praised Lions for raising
money to support the Cerebral Palsy
Education Centre. (CPEC)
130 golfers arrived before sunrise to enjoy
a BBQ breakfast before teeing off on the
Dorset Golf Course, Croydon in perfect
weather conditions. The various ‘drink
stations’ located around the course ably

supported the convivial atmosphere, and
the players finished their game with a spit
roast lunch.
One golfer, 15-year-old Tate Kemp, was
introduced to the crowd to a standing
ovation. His story of perseverance is an
inspiration to all. Tate was born with
cerebral palsy and his parents were told
that he would never walk. After extensive
therapy at CPEC which included the use of
a “second skin” body suit, he is now a keen
golfer and able to participate in the game.

Peter Hitchener with Vermont Lion Bill Krogh and
President Kingsley Fiske.

Tate Kemp with Robynne Somerville from CPEC.

Tyler with Mum Ashley

Lunch

Very generous sponsors including Bowen’s the Builders Choice, Jim’s
Group, and the Maroondah City Council who provided their golf course
in wonderful condition at no cost supported the event
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VICTORIAN LIONS
FOUNDATION
Inc.
AT THE February General
Council meeting of the Victorian Lions
Foundation it was announced that Baker IDI have added
the ‘Victorian Lions Foundation Inc” to their honour
board in the main foyer, under partnerships. Professor
David Dunstan, head of the physical activity lab will
be presenting at the ANZI Forum to be held in Ballarat
1-3 September this year. This ties in nicely with Lions
International focusing on diabetes in 2017–2018 and it
is great that a project under the VLF umbrella has been
approached.
Crime Watch: Delivery charges re Teddy Bears have now
been sorted.
Signage re children left in cars has now been released
but not all Councils and shopping centres are working
together on this. Did you know that under present
regulations you can be fined $5,500 if you leave a dog
locked in a car but ONLY $1,500 if you leave a child locked
in a car?
The following has occurred:
• Safe plates on cars are being promoted again
• The Crimewatch board game sold previously is also
being re-released through Kidsafe.
• The major sponsor of Driver-Reviver is now Toll
Transport.
• Point Lonsdale Lions have applied to use this logo
where Neighbourhood are no longer operating.
National Vision Research Institute: Diamonds are
now being utilised as electrodes as they are very
biocompatible. Costs will rise but results will rise
substantially. Benefitting most will be people with agerelated macular degeneration and retinitis pigmentosa.
For the squeamish, there are no pain receptors in the
eye, to make the 1024 electrodes needed for resolution
high enough to see faces and read. A tiny camera sits
in the centre of a pair of glasses and the images are
transmitted wirelessly, via a laser, to the diamond
electrode device implanted at the back of the eye. This
5mm x 5mm microchip, with 256 diamond electrodes
encased in a diamond box, sits against the back of the
eye and stimulates the optic nerves from a control box
attached to the glasses. These electrical pulses carry the
signal to the brain where it’s perceived as an image. The
research almost ran out of funding until a partnership was
established with Australian and Canadian researchers to
launch start-up company iBionics to move into clinical
trials.
Note: Donations from Clubs this year are down from
$112,000 last year to only $80,000 this year. Hopefully
we can boost this total upwards with our June
disbursements and by Clubs honouring their members
with the V.L.F. Awards that are available for purchase.
Please remember that every Lion in the V Districts are
a member of the Victorian Lions Foundation Inc and
without your support we are unable to exist and help
with this fantastic research.
– V.L.F. Public Relations &
Marketing Committee.
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A busy night for
Toolamba Lions Club
ON TUESDAY 7th March Toolamba Lions Club were pleased to
welcome Petra Alwer, the HACC Access and Support Officer for the
Shire of Moira and City of Greater Shepparton, to speak to the club
and interested members of the community. She spoke about ‘Living
Longer at Home’ and explained, not only about services available
through council and other agencies, but also what people could do
to help themselves. There was keen uptake of the leaflets and other
resources that she brought and people were keen to speak to her
after the presentation.
Later in the evening the club inducted another new member. John
Calleja was introduced by Lion Bill McDonald and inducted by PDG
Margaret Stewart. Club members all welcomed John to the club.

Petra and community member Raelene.

Bill, John, PDG Margaret and President Helen.

District 201V5 Centennial Dinner Dance
27th May 2017
Dear Lions,
Thanks for your continued support given to the committee and I working
on the Centennial Dinner Dance. It has been a fatastic response with
over 200 tickets sold.
A few more tickets are available so don't wait till the
last and miss out on a great night with great
food, music, drinks and plenty of prizes.
Dress Code – Formal / after five
Dietary requirements – Please inform
Lion Chester Allan or I of any Food
Allergies.
Kumar Swaminathan
Centennial Co-ordinator-Dist 201V5
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Lioness Club of Ferntree Gully
The First Lioness Club in Victoria

40th Birthday Celebration Luncheon

District 201V5 Centennial
Dinner Dance
The Grand on Princes
2251 Princes Hwy Mulgrave Vic 3170

Crave Restaurant
238 Boronia Road
Boronia 3155

Saturday May 27th 2017
7.00 p.m. until midnight

Parking at rear

Sunday 2nd July 2017.

Black Tie Event

12 for 12.30pm
Cost $40.00 per head for a 2 courses
Bookings and payment to
Lioness Club of Ferntree Gully
PO Box 6
Ferntree Gully 3156

Live Music from Band ‘Next Generation’
$60 per head for a 3 course dinner with
complimentary wine, beer and soft drinks
Tickets available through Kumar Swaminathan
centchair@lionsclubs201v5.org or 0415 428 178
or Chester Allan on 0407 857 862

Antiques &
Collectables
Fair

Booking to be made by 23rd June.
For further information contact secretary Lioness Pat 9763 9480

Nunawading Lions Club

Antiques and Collectables Fair
Saturday 29th April 2017
9am to 3 pm

Mullauna Secondary College Hall
Corner of Mitcham and Springfield Rds, Mitcham 3132
Entry: 456 Springfield Rd.

Admission: $5
(children under 14 free)

Antique Valuations by David Freeman:
Between 11am and 2pm. $5 donation per item, max of 4 items.
(No jewellery. Please bring photos of larger items)

David Freeman Valuations and Amanda Addams Auctions.
www.aaauctions.com.au
Sue 0418 508 800

0419 578 184
Dealer Enquiries :
Garry 0402 042 746

All profits go to Lions Community Projects

100% of all money raised by Lions goes back into the community.

Richmond Minuteman press, 444 Church street, Richmond 3121 ph: 9429 1444, richmond-vic@minutemanpress.com

